
Discuss  adaptive  use  of  colour  in  the  vertebrates  

This  is  going  to  be  a  presentation.  Plan  your  essay  as  normal  and  then  each  bullet  point  from  your  
plan  should  become  a  slide.  Talk  for  15  minutes,  which  should  be  12-‐15  slides.  Include  references  on  
a  slide  at  the  end,  cite  as  usual  and  please  bring  a  printed  handout  of  your  talk  (3  slides  per  page)  
that  I  can  annotate.  

Please  discuss  between  yourselves  to  cover  animals  from  across  the  vertebrates.    

Probe  more  into  the  mechanistic  side  of  the  topic

colour-‐use  for  your  vertebrate  clade.  Pick  an  area  that  is  relevant  and  you  find  interesting  for  your  
animal  group  and  give  examples  from  different  animals  that  support  the  mechanism  you  are  
explaining.  

E.g.  What  is  causing  the  diversity?  Are  there  arm-‐races  involved?  Is  the  colour-‐use  
evolutionary  stable?  How  are  genes  involved?  How  does  the  colour  influence  speciation  of  
the  species?  What  are  the  costs  and  benefits  associated  with  colour-‐use?  Is  the  colour  a  
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relevant  things  to  do  with  colour,  not  just  for  the  person  doing  fish!  
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